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Introduction
The Policy of world market integration puts many developing countries in a situation of global competition they were not prepared for. This situation leads countries to engage in bilateral or regional agreements, and free trade agreements at regional level is more beneficial for them in certain sectors. ASEAN is one big regional agreement which Indonesia is a part of.
The use of non-tariff protection in International Trade increased during 1980s, mostly as a substitute for the tariffs which were outlawed, and impact of World Trade Organization policy. One of Non-tariff measures which have been deployed by both developed and developing countries is safety and health standards/ technical specifications.
In most Muslim countries or countries with a Muslim majority, Halal standard having essential part in protecting consumer rights. Muslims believe food they consume will determine how generation quality and civilization in the future. Halal food will produce generation and civilization with halal lifestyle. Otherwise, Haram food will result haram generation and civilization in the future. 1 The Halal term refers to food and beverages that are permissible for use and consumption by Muslims. The term comes from Arabic meaning Lawful, and opposite to this meaning is Haram or prohibited.
2 Muslim consumers recognized Halal product by identifying the halal certification or halal logo in product packages.
Halal certification is not merely to protect Muslim consumers from un-halal product but also to take a role in strengthening local competitiveness for halal product in international market. 3 The Muslim consumers have sufficient knowledge on what halal product is, 4 at least by looking for halal label on the product package. Food labelling frameworks aim to regulate different interest which range of human health, religion and consumers' rights to international trade. As much as labeling, halal logo has significant portion in Muslim purchase. 5 Therefore, halal certification has become highly crucial to fulfill the firms. 6 National labelling laws and logo must seek a balance between labelling requirements and certification to minimize barriers to the free trade.
Muslims are very selective in choosing and buying food and other product in the market. They will not buy goods or product that is doubtful. Religion has influence Muslim activiti- and it reflected on their consumer behavior 8 . They only want to consume and use products with official halal guarantee signs issued by the government. On one hand, the phenomenon shows the level of awareness on the implementation of belief based on Islamic law; on the other hand, it encourages their sensitivity when food or other products come into contact with the elements of haram and halal. Halal products are last gaining worldwide recognition as a new benchmark for safety and quality assurance.
10 Products that are produced with Halal certification are readily acceptable by Muslim consumers as well as consumers from other religions. This acceptance is due to the wholesomeness concept of halal, which covers not only the Sharia requirement but also the hygiene, sanitation and safety aspects. To ensure the halal-ness to the consumers, halal standard introduces to the halal industry as well as halal certification from trusted Islamic Organization.
11 The reality is each country has different practices based on the country's halal requirement. In fact, the involvement of the halal certifying agency also vary by culture and interests. Therefore, Halal Assurance System (HAS) has a key role in halal supply chain system. 16 There are between 500 and 3000 certification agencies around the world of which 80 per cent is from non-Muslim countries.
17 Standards, technical regulation and procedures for determining conformity are essential to ensure consumer safety and increase transparency of product information and compatibility of products.
The interesting story about this Halal Standard in ASEAN comes from Indofood. The producers of the popular Indo Mie instant noodles, Indofood, is the world's largest instant noodle producer which made the right approach producing high quality products within an acceptable standard to eventually penetrate the European Union market and elsewhere in the west. But not all of Indofood's products, which are all stamped halal, are accepted everywhere. It is accepted in the UK, accepted in Belgium, but not in Malaysia. Southeast Asia is home to more than 250 million Halal consumers and countries like Malaysia, Indonesia and Singapore have had regulations to control the import of Halal-certified products for years. The problem is, the Islamic nations in ASEAN have to come into agreement to one standard for halal. Is it possible, since every country has their own halal standard?
The lack of unified of Halal Standards in ASEAN has also raised production costs for exporting companies, as they must follow different national regulatory standards. By having a unified standard among ASEAN countries, these matters can be addressed and hopefully help minimize the export cost for Halal products especially for food and beverage.
Discussion Potential Problems Caused By Halal Standard in the Framework of International Trade
Halal Standard could be identified as a Technical Barriers to Trade which potentially raises trade dispute between export and import country. The Agreement on Technical Barriers to Trade (TBT Agreement) requires that TBT measures do not create unnecessary obstacles to international trade. To this end, Article 2.2 further requires that technical regulations shall not be more trade-restrictive than necessary to fulfil a legitimate objective, taking account of the risks non-fulfilment would create. The legitimate objectives enumerated in Article 2.2 include the protection of human life or health or the protection of environment.
Harmonization of national technical regulations, standards and conformity assessment procedures around international standards and procedures greatly facilitates the conduct of international trade by minimizing the variety of requirements exporters have to meet their export markets. Thus, Article 2.4 of The TBT Agreement requires that where technical regulations are required and relevant international standards exist or their completion is imminent, members must use them as a basis for from:
http://halalmedia.net/unified-halal-standardmooted-brunei-malaysia-indonesia/, accessed on May 15 th , 2017.
their technical regulations. However, a technical regulation does not have to be based on relevant international standard if such international standards would be an ineffective or inappropriate means for the fulfillment of the legitimate objectives pursued'. Implicit discrimination against imports is often found in the context of so-called "product standards". The examples are numerous. A nation which uses Halal standard measures for food and beverage might require all such products to be marked with Halal Certicicates.
In some cases concerning Halal standard as a mandatory instrument for import product, originating country assumed that halal standard is a technical regulation which has been violated The Agreement on Technical Barriers to Trade (TBT Agreement). As a result, this technical regulation causes some problems to trade and leads to dispute among countries.
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In applying SPS Agreements and TBT Agreements, the WTO extensively relies on decisions by Codex Alimentarius Commission (Codex). Article 3 of the SPS Agreement provides that a national health standard for food is presumptively legal if it conforms to a standard, guideline, or recommendation established by Codex. A national standard that provides a greater level of protection than Codex is a "trade barrier" unless the WTO decides that the stricker national standard is based on a proper "risk assessment" demonstrating that the Codex standard, guideline,or recommendation do not provide sufficient protection or that the country maintaining the stricter standard has other scientific justification. means for the fulfillment of a legitimate objective.
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Codex Committee on Food Labelling (CC-FL) under FAO collaboration with WHO had guideliness on Halal since 1997. Within title General Guidelines for Use of the Term "Halal", these guidelines recommend measures to be taken on the use of Halal claims in food labelling. 22 These guidelines apply to the use of the term halal and equivalent terms in claims as defined in the General Standard for the Labelling of Prepackaged Foods and include its use in trade marks, brand names and business names. The Codex Alimentarius Commission accepts that there might be minor differences in opinion in the interpretation of lawful and unlawful animals and in the slaughter act, according to the different Islamic Schools of Thought. As such, these general guidelines are subject to the interpretation of the appropriate authorities of the importing countries. However, the certificates granted by the religious authorities of the exporting country should be accepted in principle by the importing country, except when the latter provides justification for other specific requirements.
In For next some years, this Halal food/Halal standard will be a challanging issue to disscuss in the level of WTO forum which not only ends at a guideline level as Codex Alimentarius. Therefore, it should be a clear Agreement among Muslim nations all over the world for Halal standard measure which become the main provision for all Members. This standard might start from ASEAN community.
Capturing the Development Of Halal Standard In Some ASEAN Nations
Earlier version of regionalism in Asia was born in Southeast Asia with ASEAN, back in 1967 with five founding member states, Thailand, Malaysia, Indonesia, Singapore and Philippines. Throughout the process of enlargement, ASEAN has now ten members. The Association is run by mutual respect, non-interference in internal affairs, decisions made by consensus and consultative principle. Asean Economic Community (AEC) is one of three pillars of the ASEAN Community. It seems that legislation provides a framework for ensuring that food, whether imported or otherwise, complies with the regulations and standards for a particular country. For this reason, food regulatory agencies in the Southeast Asia region have evolved regulations to govern food and nutrition labelling in their countries. Most countries have followed the Codex Guidelines in preparing their regulations, namely Indonesia, Singapore, Malaysia, Brunei Darussalam, Laos, Vietnam and Cambodia. 26 There are some development of Halal Standards/Guidelines. For instance, there is a harmonization of industry practices in some area products such as food and beverage. In National level, some ASEAN country has introduced their Guidelines; MS 1500:2400 Malaysia The SMHS had undergone intensive scrutiny and review from members of the Halal standards committee. Feedbacks were also sought from both local and foreign government bodies, organisations, institutions, scholars, religious and scientific experts, academicians, captains of relevant industries, Halal practitioners as well as members of the general public and considered for inception into this document. Extensive public consultation on the SM-HS is necessary to ensure practicality and relevance to the Halal industry. The SMHS comprise 2 components -religious and technical, namely General Guidelines for the Handling & Processing of Halal Food (MUIS-HC-S001); and General Guidelines for the Development & Implementation of a Halal Quality Management System (MUIS-HC-S002). Second, Malaysia. 28 Malaysia is the only country in the world whereby the government provides full support in promoting the Halal Certification process on products and services. Halal certification bodies in other countries are either developed by the individual provinces or states or backed by their non-governmental organizations (NGOs). Halal Certification provides assurance to all Muslim consumers because it fulfills the Sharia law, which is obligatory for Muslims. To the non-Muslims, Halal products are quality products simply due to the concept of halalan thoyyiban (Halal and wholesome). The Halal standard is recommended to be used together with MS 1480, the standard on food safety according to hazard analysis and critical control point (HACCP) system and MS 1514, on General principles of food hygiene. Thus, products certified Halal by JAKIM are Halal products which are safe to consume or use, nutritious and high quality. The Malaysian certification procedures and both Malaysian Halal Standards MS1500:2009 and MS2200:Part 1:2008 are continuously utilized because they received widespread recognition for maintaining excellence in the field of Halal-compliance. As a result, the Malaysia Halal Logo is recognized and well-accepted worldwide.
Third, Thailand. Food sector regulation and policies; third, to identify areas of cooperation among the ASEAN Member Countries as well as with third countries, groups of countries or international agencies, in order to promote the wide-ranging development of the sector in the ASEAN region; and fourth, to monitor and evaluate the progress made in the implementation of approved projects and activities.
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Conclusion
The results show there are some new challenges for ASEAN to upgrade their guidelines on Halal Food considering most of ASEAN Nations are Muslim people and one single market is heading for ASEAN. ASEAN must prepare a comprehensive measure on Halal standard. ASEAN requires a unified halal standard. The challenge is how ASEAN countries are able to sit down together and find a way to establish one acceptable measure on Halal Standard applicable among ASEAN members.
Halal standard potentially violates the TBT Agreement in the framework of international trade. Thus, the next challenge after unifying Halal standard established, there should be transparent and indiscriminating in designing Halal standard surely by referring to existing International standard (Codex Alimentarius) . This is challenging due to Unified Halal Standard ASEAN for not considered as a technical regulation which tends to be non-tariff barriers in international trade.
Suggestion
ASEAN should not be in denial any longer and start acknowledging the importance of having a common regional Halal Standard in preparation for the establishment of a single international standardization body. Differences in opinion can have detrimental effects on competition and international trade. With a view to harmonize conformity assessment procedures, member countries play a full part within the limits of their resources and as a basis for their technical regulation. As a result, one unified standard on Halal is an obligation.
